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2 Simple Rules

1. Teach the language of your profession

2. Make reading a hands-on activity
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Direct Vocabulary Instruction

• It is one of the most underused teaching strategies, 
but one of the most effective in building reading 
comprehension.

• It is believed by some to be one of the most 
important instructional interventions, particularly 
with low-achieving students.

Marzano, R. J., Pickering, D. J., & Pollock, J. E. (2001). Classroom Instruction 
that Works: Research-based Strategies for Increasing Student Achievement. 
Alexandria, VA: Association for Supervision and Curriculum Development.

• There is a strong correlation between 
vocabulary and intelligence, one’s 
ability to comprehend new 
information, and one’s level 
of income.
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How We Learn New Words

• We learn about 8 new words a day.
• It takes at least 6 and as much as 15 interactions 

with a word to begin to learn it.
• At all levels, a person must see, hear, say, write, 

and discuss words to learn them.  They should be a 
combination of simple and complex interactions.

Marzano, R. J., Pickering, D. J., & Pollock, J. E. (2001). Classroom Instruction 
that Works: Research-based Strategies for Increasing Student Achievement. 
Alexandria, VA: Association for Supervision and Curriculum Development.

• Direct vocabulary instruction of critical 
terminology increases student 
comprehension by 33 percentile 
points.
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Surround your students with 
industry terminology

Developing an effective word wall:
• Choose those words that are essential to your 

discipline and/or key concepts
• Put it in a location where every student can see it
• Make sure the words are large enough for everyone 

to read
• Continuously add to and/or 

periodically change the words 
on your word wall

• Post a word wall in both your
classroom and work room
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Make students own the language of 
the profession

Interacting with the words regularly and in varied ways:
• Quick Write 
• Around the World 
• Group & Label 
• Bonus Bucks 
• Hot Potato
• Slap!
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Common Medical Roots

arterio

cost

derma

geront

lipo

pneumo

myo

cephalo

thoraco

hepato

cerebro

arthro

gastro

neuro

rhino

ven, phlebo

cyst

cardio

nephro, reno

oto

cranio

hema

ophthal, oculo

cyto

entero

osteo
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Make Reading a “Hands-On” 
Experience

• Make it active 
• Force students to THINK about what they are 

reading 
– before they read
– during their reading 
– after they finish the reading

• Set a purpose
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Let’s Roll Up Our Sleeves and 
Read!

Before Reading
–Anticipation Guide
–Text Survey
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Anticipation Guide

Strategy source: Forget, M. A. (2004). MAX Teaching with reading and writing: classroom activities for helping students learn 
new subject matter while acquiring literacy skills. Victoria, BC: Trafford Publishing.
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Let’s Roll Up Our Sleeves and 
Read!

During Reading
–Cornell Notes 
–Color-Coded Connections
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Activate student knowledge with 
Color-Coded Connections

Red = personal connections

Orange = classroom connections

Green = popular culture connections

Blue = emotional reactions
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My teacher spoke 
about these 

indicators during 
our first workshop 

safety lesson.

My mom got into a car 
accident last year, and 
I remember having to 

be careful of other 
cars passing by.

On the last episode of 
Mystery Diagnosis, a 
woman showed some 

of these signs.
Understanding the 

consequences really 
makes me realize how 
important it is to know 

first aid.
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Let’s Roll Up Our Sleeves and 
Read!

After Reading
–Visualize & Organize
–Cartoon Strips
–Stump the Teacher
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Contact Information
Kristen Maher

Crockett Career and Technical Center
(313) 347-8013

kristen.maher@detroitk12.org
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