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Background IssuesBackground Issues

• The Federal influenceThe Federal influence
• Local control

C t i• Cost issues
• Technology
• Opportunities



Secretary of EducationSecretary of Education
• Shirley Hufstedler—Lawyery y
• Terrell Bell—Education
• Wm. J. Bennett—Lawyer, Ph.D.

L C Ph D P TT• Lauro Cavazos—Ph.D., Prex-TT
• Lamar Alexander—Lawyer
• Richard Riley—LawyerRichard Riley Lawyer
• Roderick Page-Ed.D., Supt.
• Margaret Spellings—B.A. in Poly Sci
• Arne Duncan—B.A. in Sociology



Image and the PoliticalImage and the Political 
Process

• Every child should have the 
opportunity and be prepared to attendopportunity and be prepared to attend 
a university/college

• Math, science, language are stressed
• Testing provides “proof”



The Middle Class & CTEThe Middle Class & CTE

• Every successful society has a robustEvery successful society has a robust 
middle class.

• Middle class technicians health science• Middle class—technicians, health science 
staffers, production staffers, 
Th l k thi k• These people make things work

• Middle class—the majority of consumers, 
essence of the economic engine



Cost IssuesCost Issues

T tb k $100 i i i• Textbooks over $100--revisions in 
basic areas a business strategy

• Technology in the classroom (ISTE)
• Class loads
• Lab equipment
• Overhead specialists• Overhead--specialists
• (B & N now leasing textbooks)



OpportunitiesOpportunities

Kid lik t t h l• Kids like computers, technology
• If it is fun, they will do it on their own time.
• Teachers need more time, class counts 

are increasingg
• Technology is getting cheaper
• Access to technology is increasing• Access to technology is increasing



L i di ldeLearning—a diverse world
• Page turners
• Video disk, stream
• Email—threads, papers, dialog
• Interactive e g Flash-based• Interactive, e.g., Flash-based
• Webinars
• Internet searches



An alternativeAn alternative

• eLearning interactive available 24/7eLearning, interactive, available 24/7 
anywhere

• Teacher control• Teacher control
• Progress measures
• Reporting





AdvantagesAdvantages
• Internet deliveredInternet delivered

– Access at home and school
• AnimationsAnimations

– Allows students to see what can’t be seen
– Enhances understandingEnhances understanding

• Supports self directed learning
– Students like the presentation of informationStudents like the presentation of information
– Instructor knows the information is correct and 

relevant



AdvantagesAdvantages

• Multiple exposureMultiple exposure
– Instructor presents

Students experience reinforcement of– Students experience reinforcement of 
instruction

• Assessments• Assessments
– Provides students immediate feedback 

All i t d t t f k– Allowing student to focus on weaknesses
– Instructor provided immediate results
– Great formative assessment



AdvantagesAdvantages

• Instructor can customize delivery to fitInstructor can customize delivery to fit 
their own lesson plans

Lecture builder pro– Lecture builder pro
• Use email within the system

“• Use “notes” on pages
• Use “notes” on presentations



Online Class OptionsOnline Class Options

• MME standards make attending CTEMME standards make attending CTE 
courses more difficult

• A hybrid online class can help students• A hybrid online class can help students 
meet required classes and attend CTE 
coursescourses

• eLearning can take advantage of NATEF’s 
25% l25% rule



Professional DevelopmentProfessional Development

• NATEFNATEF
– Instructors must complete 20 hours of PD 

each yeareach year
– Todaysclass is accepted as PD
– Location is on www melioronline com– Location is on www.melioronline.com
– Free to Today’s Class instructors



Barriers to Learning a New g
System

• Hard to keep up
H d t fi d th ti• Hard to find the time

• Don’t want to look like an idiot
• We’ve always done it that way
• I learned with hard copyI learned with hard copy
• Don’t have time



Senility occurs when an 
individual stops learning;individual stops learning;

there are 2 ages of senility: 
3 and 13.



Website: www.todaysclass.com

Inquiries: ithelp@todaysclass.com

Toll free: 1-877-224-0435, Ext. 8309

Address: 200 Cahaba Park Circle Ste 250Address: 200 Cahaba Park Circle, Ste. 250
Birmingham, AL 35242


